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ANNOTATION: This article analyzes the theoretical and practical aspects of using non-traditional
methods in the process of military education. The specific features of military education, modern
pedagogical approaches, and the importance of interactive methods are highlighted. The role of problem-
based learning, case study, role-playing, project-based learning, and simulation methods in military training
is substantiated. Furthermore, the advantages of non-traditional methods, the challenges encountered in
their implementation, and ways to overcome these challenges are discussed. The research findings confirm
that the application of innovative methods significantly enhances the effectiveness of military education.
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INTRODUCTION
In the era of globalization and rapid development of information technologies, the requirements for the

military education system are fundamentally changing. A modern military serviceman must possess not
only physical and combat training skills but also the ability to think independently, make quick decisions,
choose the correct course of action in complex situations, and work effectively within a team. Therefore,
alongside traditional teaching methods, the use of non-traditional, interactive, and innovative methods in
military education has become increasingly relevant.

Non-traditional methods increase learners’ activity, encourage independent thinking, and create
opportunities to connect theoretical knowledge with practice. The application of such methods in military
education has its own specific characteristics, which are analyzed in this article.

Specific Features of Military Education

The military education system differs from other educational fields in several aspects:

1. Priority of discipline and order — The principles of command and obedience are fundamental in the
military environment.

2. Practical orientation — Training sessions are organized as close as possible to real combat
conditions.

3. Psychological preparedness — It is essential to develop the ability to act correctly under stressful
conditions.

4. Teamwork — Military personnel operate within a unit; therefore, cooperation and collective
responsibility are crucial.

For this reason, when selecting and applying non-traditional methods, these specific characteristics
of the military environment must be taken into account.

Concept and Types of Non-Traditional Methods

Non-traditional methods are innovative pedagogical approaches aimed at engaging learners
actively, fostering independent thinking, and solving problem-based tasks. These include:

» Interactive methods (debates, brainstorming, clustering)
» Problem-based learning

» Case studies (situational analysis)

* Role-playing

* Project-based learning
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* ICT-based teaching methods
» Simulation and modeling techniques

For example, simulation-based training methods are widely used in institutions such as the United
States Military Academy. These methods allow artificial modeling of combat situations and help develop
cadets’ analytical and decision-making skills.

Features of Applying Non-Traditional Methods in Military Education

1. Bringing Training Closer to Real Conditions

Any method used in military education must be adapted to real combat conditions. In case-study
methods, historical combat operations or hypothetical scenarios are analyzed, enabling cadets to identify
risk factors and select optimal solutions.

2. Considering the Stress Factor

Unlike general education, military training may include elements of psychological pressure. Time
limits, unexpected tasks, and complex scenarios help test and strengthen cadets’ psychological resilience.

3. Developing Teamwork Skills

Role-playing and group-based tasks strengthen cooperation within military units. Each cadet
performs a specific role and assumes responsibility for the overall outcome.

4. Effective Use of Technology

Virtual simulators, 3D models, and computer-based simulations enable the safe practice of complex
operations without real-world risks.

5. Encouraging Independent Thinking

Non-traditional methods focus not on memorizing ready-made information but on independent
analysis and creative problem-solving.

Conclusion

The application of non-traditional methods in military education plays a crucial role in preparing
highly qualified military personnel capable of independent thinking, rapid decision-making, and effective
teamwork. The integration of innovative pedagogical technologies with military discipline and national
traditions remains one of the priority tasks for the future development of military education.
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